INVASION AND   CIVIL  WAR

enemy. The Girondists, who had at first obtained the leadership
in the Convention, were discredited by the defeats suffered by the
armies and the treason of Dumouriez, who had enjoyed their
support. Their opponents, the deputies of the Mountain, took
advantage of this to declare them weak or incapable, and called
for a more energetic government, capable of making itself obeyed
by the whole of France and crushing the enemies of the Revo-
lution.

Even when reinforced in 1791 by the volunteers forming the
National Guard, the army was no longer strong enough to drive
back the enemy. The Convention ordered a compulsory levy
of three hundred thousand young unmarried men, leaving the
local authorities power to choose the procedure by which the
enrolment was carried out. Most of them adopted drawing lots
for those who were to go to the front. The immediate result was
a rising in the western regions, which were devoted to the refrac-
tory priests; this was known as the Vendt? from the name of one
of the insurgent departments. It was a war of Catholic peasants,
led by priests and royalist gentlemen, against the inhabitants of
the towns organized in the National Guard, wearing blue uni-
forms and supported by the Government in Paris. From this time
dates the antagonism between the 'Whites' and 'Blues' - the latter
being the partisans of the Revolution - which has survived in the
political parties of western France.

The Mountain seized the supreme power by using force against
the Convention, the coup being carried out by an insurgent
Commune and the National Guards of the working-class quarters.
Helplessly abandoned to the people of Paris, the Convention was
henceforward obedient to the Mountain, whose opponents in the
Convention were arrested and condemned to death, most of them
being executed. Having gained control of the supreme power,
the Mountain concentrated its efforts upon war against the
foreigner and the destruction of its opponents at home, and in
order to carry on this double struggle it hastily set up a centralized
Government, endowed with unlimited powers.

1 The name Chouans was first used of the insurgents of Brittany and the neigh-
bouring regions, who carried out their operations in the form of isolated surprise
attacks by small bands. In the nineteenth century it gradually replaced in common
parlance that of Vendeans (Vendtens\ applied to the extreme royalists.
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